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FERTILIZER INDUSTRY TRADE RULES 


Possible Practices Coming Under Robinson-Pat- 
man Act Covered in General Terms 


Proposed trade practice rules for the fertilizer industry 
were made public by the Federal Trade Commission on Sep- 
tember 24th. Canners will be interested chiefly in the rule 
covering possible practices coming under the provisions of 
the Robinson-Patman Act. Accordingly, there is reproduced 
rule 4 of the rules tentatively approved by the Commission, 
as follows: 


(a) Prohibited Discriminatory Differentials, Rebates, Re- 
funds, Discounts, Credits and Other Allowances. It is an 
unfair trade practice for any member of the industry en- 
gaged in commerce, in the course of such commerce, to grant 
or allow, secretly or openly, directly or indirectly, any price 
differentials, rebates, refunds, discounts, credits or other al- 
lowances which effectuate a discrimination in price between 
different purchasers of goods of like grade and quality where 
either or any of the purchases involved therein are in com- 
merce and where the effect thereof may be substantially to 
lessen competition or tend to create a monopoly in any line 
of commerce or to injure, destroy or prevent competition with 
any person who either grants or knowingly receives the ben- 
efit of such discrimination or with customers of either of 
them: Provided, however— 


(1) That the goods involved ae any such transaction 
are sold for use, consumption or resale within any place 
under the jurisdiction of the United States; 


(2) That nothing herein contained shall prevent dif- 
ferentials which make only due allowance for differ- 
ences in the cost of manufacture, sale or delivery result- 
ing from the differing methods or quantities in which 
such commodities are to such purchasers sold or de- 
livered; 

(3) That nothing herein contained shall prevent per- 
sons engaged in selling goods, wares or merchandise in 
commerce from selecting their own customers in bona 
fide transactions and not in restraint of trade; 

(4) That nothing herein contained shall prevent price 
changes from time to time where made in response to 
changing conditions affecting either (a) the market for 
the goods concerned, or (b) the marketability of the 
goods, such as, but not limited to, actual or imminent 
deterioration of perishable goods, obsolescence of sea- 
sonal goods, distress sales under court process, or 
in good faith in discontinuance of business in the goods 


concerned. 


(b) Prohibited Brokerages and Commissions. It is an un- 
fair trade practice for any member of the industry engaged 
in commerce in the course of such commerce, to pay or grant, 
or to receive or accept, anything of value as a commission, 
brokerage, or other compensation, or any allowance or dis- 
count in lieu thereof, except for services rendered in connec- 
tion with the sale or purchase of goods, wares, or merchan- 
dise, either to the other party to such transaction or to an 


agent, representative, or other intermediary therein where 
such intermediary is acting in fact for or in behalf, or is sub- 
ject to the direct or indirect control, of any party to such 
transaction other than the person by whom such compensa- 
tion is so granted or paid. 

(c) Prohibited Advertising or Promotional Allowances, 
Etc. It is an unfair trade practice for any member of the 
industry engaged in commerce to pay or contract for the 
payment of advertising or promotion allowances or any other 
thing of value to or for the benefit of a customer of such 
member in the course of such commerce as compensation or 
in consideration for any services or facilities furnished by 
or through such customer in connection with the processing, 
handling, sale, or offering for sale of any products or com- 
modities manufactured, sold, or offered for sale by such mem- 
ber, unless such payment or consideration is available on 
ag yim md equal terms to all other customers competing 

e distribution of such products or commodities. 

(d) Prohibited Discriminatory Services or Facilities. It 
is an unfair trade practice for any member of the industry 
engaged in commerce to discriminate in favor of one pur- 
chaser against another purchaser or purchasers of a com- 
modity bought for resale, with or without processing, by con- 
tracting to furnish or by furnishing, or by contributing to the 
furnishing of, any services or facilities connected with the 
processing, handling, sale, or offering for sale of such com- 

(Continued on page 5059) 


SOCIAL SECURITY DEVELOPMENTS 


Federal Board Approves Idaho and Utah Laws— 
Washington Law Inoperative 


The Federal Social Security Board has recently announced 
its approval of the unemployment compensation statutes of 
Idaho and Utah. This brings to a total of fifteen the num- 
ber of jurisdictions now having approved laws. 


The Idaho law was approved by the Governor August 6, 
1936, and became effective September Ist. It establishes a 
pooled fund and covers all employers of one or more per- 
sons during twenty weeks of the calendar year. Employer 
contributions for the year 1936 are at the rate of nine-tenths 
of 1 per cent of the payroll for the entire year. The rate 
for 1937 is 1.8 per cent and for 1938 and thereafter 2.7 per 
cent, Beginning January 1, 1937, employees contribute at 
the rate of nine-tenths of 1 per cent of the first $3,000 of their 
pay. In 1938 the rate is 1.35 per cent and thereafter it equals 
one-half the rate paid by the employer. 

The Utah law, which also is of the pooled fund type, was 
approved August 29, 1936, and became effective immediately. 
It repeals and replaces an older unemployment compensa- 
tion law enacted early in 1935 before the Federal statute 
was passed, and is designed to accord more nearly with the 
statutes of other states and the standards laid down in the 
Federal law. It applies to all employers of four or more 
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persons during twenty weeks of the year. Beginning Jan- 
uary 1, 1936, employers must contribute at the rate of nine- 
tenths of 1 per cent. In 1937 the rate is 1.8 per cent and in 
1938 and thereafter 2.7 per cent. No employee contributions 
are required. 


This approval by the Social Security Board entitles em- 
ployers in these states to credit against the Federal taxes 
the payments which they make under the state law. In addi- 
tion, the state will receive grants from the Federal Govern- 
ment to cover the costs of administering the law. 


The other jurisdictions having approved statutes are Ala- 
bama, California, District of Columbia, Indiana, Massachu- 
setts, Mississippi, New Hampshire, New York, Oregon, Rhode 
Island, South Carolina, Washington, and Wisconsin. One 
other state, Louisiana, has enacted an unemployment com- 
pensation statute which will become effective only after an 
amendment to the State Constitution authorizing its adoption 
has been passed. 


Washington Statute Declared Inoperative 


In an opinion rendered September 15, 1936, the Supreme 
Court of the State of Washington held inoperative the un- 
employment compensation law of that state. The Washing- 
ton statute, which was enacted March 21, 1935, stated that 
it was to become operative when the Federal Congress had 
passed the Wagner-Doughton bill then pending before it. 
This latter bill, which was known as the “economic security 
act” and contemplated a system of social insurance, was 
never passed. Subsequently, however, a new bill embodying 
the same features with some modifications was introduced 
and enacted into law as the Federal Social Security Act. Five 
of the judges of the Washington Court thought that this 
latter bill was substantially different from the original 
Wagner-Doughton bill, and that the condition precedent to 
the effectiveness of the Washington law had never .been ful- 
filled. Four dissenting judges were of the opinion that the 
two measures were similar in substance, and that the type 
of Federal legislation contemplated by the Washington stat- 
ute had been enacted. 


In their arguments and briefs counsel for the opposing 
parties raised various questions concerning the constitution- 
ality of both the Federal and the State law. The Federal So- 
cial Security Board through its counsel filed a brief as amici 
curiae in which it argued the constitutionality of the Federal 
Act. This brief contained no argument as to whether Con- 
gress had ever passed the Wagner-Doughton bill thus ful- 
filling the condition to the effectiveness of the Washington 
statute. 


The Court did not discuss the question of constitutionality, 
but confined itself to the single issue outlined above. 


Constitutionality 


The validity of the recently enacted Mississippi unemploy- 
ment compensation statute has been questioned in a suit filed 
August 4th which seeks to enjoin the collection of the taxes 
levied under the Act. In addition to urging the unconstitu- 
tionality of the State law the plaintiffs contend that it is in- 
operative because it is to “be effectual only so long as and 
during the time that the National Act is in effect.” The con- 
tention is that the Federal Social Security Act is unconstitu- 
tional and hence not in effect. 


A similar case is also pending in California. The Califor. 
nia law declares that it was not to become effective unless 
a federal tax was enacted against which the California em- 
ployers would be allowed credit for their State contributions. 
It is alleged that the present Federal Act is unconstitutional 
and that this condition has therefore not been fulfilled. 

As has been noted in previous issues of the INFORMATION 
Lerrer, the Court of Appeals of New York has held valid 
the law of that State. An appeal in this case is now pending 
before the Supreme Court of the United States. 


FRUIT JUICE BEVERAGES 


New Regulations Announced by North Dakota 
Food Commissioner 


The State Food Commissioner of North Dakota has no- 
tified manufacturers of still and carbonated beverages that 
the following regulation has been adopted under the author- 
ity of the North Dakota Food and Drugs Act: 


“A citrus fruit juice beverage, whether carbonated or 
not, containing the juice of oranges, lemons, limes or 
rapefruit, or any combination of these, with or without 
fruit pulp and/or peel derived from such fruit, shall 
not contain any artificial color or any added material 
which may cause the appearance of the product to be 
deceptive in any manner, ‘regardless of the name or 
designation applied to such beverage. No acidified 
beverage, whether carbonated or still, simulating in 
flavor or in name a citrus fruit, and containing citrus 
ulp or any cloud producing material whatsoever, shall 
= colored in any manner so as to simulate a product 
derived from one or more citrus fruits. Any beverage 
not conforming to this regulation will be considered 
adulterated, and no explanatory labelling will be con- 
sidered sufficient to overcome the misleading effect of 
such added color or added material simulating citrus 
pulp turbidity. 


“Note:—This regulation is not intended to apply to 
the well-known ‘orange soda,’ ‘lemon soda’ and ‘lime 
soda’ which are Clear, acidified beverages flavored ac- 
cording to name.” 


Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 


Carlot Shipments as R b of 
Economics, 


Week ending ason total to 
Sept. 19 Sept. 12 Sept. 19 riers 19 Sept. 19 

VEGETABLES 1935 1936 1936 1935 1936 
10 9,528 7,972 


Tomatoes.......... 496 813 340 20,217 20,856 
Green peas......... 105 109 117 «6,665 6,727 
6 16 §$,407 7,521 
Others: 
Domestic compe- 
ting directly.... 2,461 1,997 2,877 118,616 131,532 
Imports, compe- 
indirectly . . 43 52 19 86 1 
FRUITS 
Citrus, domestic.... 1,711 1,911 1,742 144,532 127,938 
Imports......... 82 50 45 340 


290 
3,989 51,339 55,706 
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FERTILIZER INDUSTRY TRADE RULES 
(Continued from page 5057) 


modity so purchased upon terms not accorded to all pur- 
chasers on proportionally equal terms. 

(e) Illegal Price Discrimination. lt is an unfair trade 
practice for any member of the industry or other person en- 
gaged in commerce, in the course of such commerce to dis- 
criminate in price in any other respect contrary to Section 2 
of the Clayton Act as amended by the Act of Congress, ap- 
proved June 16, 1936, (Public No. 692, 74th Congress), or 
knowingly to induce or receive a discrimination in price which 
is prohibited by such section as amended. 


As to the word “commerce” used in the foregoing rule, the 
following statement is given in a footnote to the rule: 


As herein used, the word “commerce” means trade or com- 
merce among the several States and with foreign nations, or 
between the District of Columbia or any Territory of the 
United States and any State, Territory, or foreign nation, or 
between any insular possessions or other places under the 
jurisdictian of the United States, or between any such pos- 
session or place and any State or Territory of the United 
States or the District of Columbia or any foreign nation, or 
within the District of Columbia or any Territory or any in- 
sular possession or other place under the jurisdiction of the 
United States; Provided, That this shall not apply to the 
Philippine Islands. 


RED PITTED CHERRY PACK 


The Association's Division of Statistics has announced that 
the pack of red pitted cherries in 1936 was 1,447,000 cases, 
as compared with 2,562,683 cases in 1935 and 1,855,045 cases 
in 1934. The following table gives the pack by regions and 
can sizes: 


1936 No. 2 No. 10 Mise. Total 


Cases Cases Cases Cases 
New York & Pa. 101,291 86,660 11,098 199,049 
Mich., Wise., & Ohio 569,082 432,941 15, 706 1,017,729 
Ww 87,687 127,224 15,311 230,222 


758,060 646,825 42,115 1,447,000 


351,310 235,564 33,234 620,108 
Mich., Wise., & Ohio 908,847 801,702 7,823 1,718,372 
26,973 190,102 7,128 224,203 


1,287,130 1,227,368 48,185 2,562,683 


New York & Pa. 


New York & Pa. 160,856 235,228 
Mich., Wise., & Ohio a +f 342 «612,701 
6,307 156,992 3,165 | 176,464 


834,505 1,004,921 15,619 1,855,045 
* Includes Washington, Oregon, Colorado, Utah and Nebraska. 


GRAPEFRUIT PACK 


The pack of grapefruit for the season October 1, 1935, to 
June 1, 1936, totaled 2,410,904 cases compared with 3,747,- 
8.2 cases packed during the corresponding period of 1934-35. 
The grapefruit juice pack for 1935-36 was 2,035,699 cases 
compared with 2,556,124 cases for 1934-35. The decrease 
during the past year was in Florida. The pack of both grape- 
fruit and grapefruit juice in Texas and other states includ- 


ing Puerto Rico was larger in 1935-36 than in 1934-35 or for 
any previous year. 

The following table is based on reports of individual firms 
operating in California, Puerto Rico, and other states except 
Florida, the statistics for Florida being supplied by the 
Florida Grapefruit Canners Association. 


3,770 


1,608,287 340,459 43,946 «2,035,699 
* Includes 43,007 cases packed in other states. 


Tomato Crop Conditions 


Canners in the Tri-States and Virginia have passed the peak 
of their tomato packing season but considerable quantities 
may be packed during the remainder of the year provided 
the quality of the raw stock holds up and frost does not come 


too early. The tropical hurricane which swept the Atlantic 
Coast on September 17, 18 and 19 caused practically no dam- 
age to tomatoes grown for canning in the Tidewater and 
Roanoke sections of Virginia. The storm damage was con- 
fined to a narrow strip along the coast. The Eastern Shore 
of Virginia, however, suffered considerable damage to the 
tomato crop. Some canners reported that the damage was 
even greater than that of 1933. 

In Maryland and Delaware there was very little damage 
to tomatoes except for a very narrow strip along the coast. 

New Jersey reports damage amounting to about 5 or 10 
per cent. The size of the tomato pack in this area was prob- 
ably not affected materially by the storm. 

The pack of tomatoes in Utah promises to be considerably 
larger this year than last year because of increased acreage 
and more favorable growing conditions. The Government in 
its report as of September 1 indicated a production of 63,000 
tons in Utah compared with 31,600 tons last year. A few 
days ago, however, Utah tomatoes suffered from frost which 
is reported to have destroyed about 10,000 tons. 

New York and Indiana are again packing tomatoes after 
a lull of a week or two. The pack in those states will depend 
very materially on frost. 
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j GRAPEFRUIT Florida Texas Rico Total 
Cases Cases Cases Cases 
24/2............. 1,707,549 12,689 224,826 1,945,064 
1,041 10,058 178 ,392 
17,305 
90 , 236 1,655 95 ,661 
‘ Total......... 2,149,610 22,386 238,908 2,410,904 
GRAPEFRUIT JUICE 
24/2............. 1,092,221 295,562 38,107 1,457,893 
48/300407....... 194,620 ....... ....... 194,620 
48/300n411....... 2,671 
r 47,168 
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GREEN PEA PACK 


The pack of green peas in the United States during 1936 
totaled 16,178,001 cases of all sizes compared with 23,762,- 
324 cases last year. The largest decrease was in Wisconsin, 
where less than 4,000,000 cases of peas were packed this 
year. Last year the total for Wisconsin was over 7,000,000 
cases. Washington and Oregon, on the other hand, packed 
over 3,000,000 cases this year, whereas in 1935 the pack of 
these two states was only 1,840,000 cases. 

The following tables show the pack by states and by 
sizes of containers: 


1935 1936 

Alaskas Sweets Alaskas Sweets 

Can Size Cases Cases Cases Cases 
10,313,949 8,363,172 5,908,505 6,674,083 

8 Z Short and 
70,253 222 , 482 70,505 158,982 
No. 1 E (Pienic) 650 , 439 832,683 414,514 473,318 
384,461 924,840 195,764 1,071,659 
985 ,976 812,230 570,346 543,115 
Miscellaneous 18 ,563 183 ,276 4,785 92,425 
12,423 ,641 11,338,683 7,164,419 9,013,582 
1935 1936 

Alaskas Sweets Alaskas Sweets 

State Cases Cases Cases Cases 
161,891 
New York..... 290,505 1,610,693 137,799 740,698 
Maryland...... 2,343,124 43,781 1,257,357 40,601 
Del. and N. 553,991 4,120} =105,405 37,154 
Pennsylvania... 379 ,329 36,383 «220,404 43,591 
387 ,393 32,870 218,013 66,013 
Indiana..... 724,582 57,463 533,067 63 , 330 
re 614,453 332,035 447,291 686 ,662 
Michigan...... 421,652 337,493 288,641 324,633 
Wisconsin... . 4,542,481 2,571,964 2,871,337 1,016,589 
Minnesota... .. 823,369 1,361,209 515,716 769,070 
Idaho and Utah. 73,048 2,090,290 ......... 1,225,194 
Wash. and Ore.. 229,128 1,610,893 99 673 3,056,568 
387,974 2,000 228,704 
Other States.... 1,001,104 342,232 467,716 355,651 
12 ,641 11,338,683 7,164,419 9,013,582 


Wisconsin Association Convention Date Changed 


Secretary H. R. Burr of the Wisconsin Canners Asso- 
ciation has announced that arrangements have been made 
to change the date of the annual meeting of that Associa- 
tion and thus avoid the conflict with the convention of the 
Indiana Canners Association. The Wisconsin Association 
will hold its meeting on November 16th-18th instead of 
November 18th-20th as previously announced. 


FIBER BOX SPECIFICATIONS 


Canners Again Urged to Present Views at Hearings 
in October 


As announced in last week's INrormation Letter hear- 
ings will be held next month at Atlanta, New York, and 
Chicago on proposals to revise the specifications for fiber 
box containers used in the shipment of canned foods. An 
article in the Food Field Reporter for September 21st states 
that the National American Wholesale Grocers Association 
has asked its members to open five cases of a comprehensive 
list of canned foods and report to the Association the num- 
ber of dented cans, along with other essential information. 
This article likewise quotes the secretary of the National 
American Wholesale Grocers Association as saying that the 
intercoastal steamship lines have signified their willingness 
to support that Grocers Association's position at the hearings. 

Canners are again urged either to appear personally at 
the hearings or to submit statements in writing, furnishing 
the classification committees with information supporting 
their views as to the proposed revision of the specifications. 
As announced in last week's Letrer appointments for ap- 
pearances at the hearings may be made by application to 
Mr. E. H. Dulaney, Chairman, Southern Classification Com- 
mittee, 101 Marietta Street, Atlanta, Georgia; Mr. L. W. 
North, Official Classification Committee, 143 Liberty Street, 
New York City; and Mr. R. C. Fyfe, Western Classification 
Committee, Union Station, Chicago, Ilinois. 


UNSOLD SALMON STOCKS AS OF SEPTEMBER 15TH 
Unsold stocks of canned salmon on September 15th, as compiled by the Association of Pacific Fisheries, are shown in 
the following table. The figures for that date are based on reports from 81 companies producing probably 95 per cent of 
the 1936 pack. The figures for September 30, 1935, are given for comparison as the nearest corresponding date in 1935. 


Grades or Varieties 


Paget 


Alaska Reds 


Cohpes, Silvers, Medium Reds... 


Total Total 
Talls Flats Halves oo. 15, t. 30, 
pound) (lpound) (8doz.) 936 5 
7,273 9,254 43,723 60 ,250 61,781 
13,323 5,643 19,719 38 ,685 45,199 
3,142 1,429 , 568 10,139 7,254 
3,325 246 1,926 5,497 7,676 
4,711 4,264 25,981 34,956 103 , 503 
449 316 10,470 34,979 494,765 458 , 658 
, 566 11,090 9 85,318 122,945 
2,045,479 454 19,613 2,065 , 546 2,373,574 
,384 100 1,244 118,728 383 , 091 
2 832 3,538 
541 404 1,669 2,614 6,091 
2,709 ,060 43 354 164,916 2,917,330 3,573,310 
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Volume Calculating Chart for Tomato Pulp 


In both the manufacture and commercial use of tomato 
pulp, it is frequently necessary to calculate what volume of 
pulp of one degree of concentration contains the same 
amount of tomato solids as a certain volume of pulp of some 
other degree of concentration. Such calculations are greatly 
facilitated by the use of Table 8 in Bulletin 27-L, which gives 
factors for the volume conversions most frequently used. 


The Research Laboratories have prepared a rapid calcu- 
lating chart which is based on Table 8 but covers a greater 
range of concentrations and does not restrict the factors to 
those for certain conventional degrees of concentration, as 
Table 8 is obliged to do. The apparent precision of this 
chart is slightly less than that of Table 8, but well within 
the requirements of factory procedure. The chart is now 
being printed, and copies will be available to members who 
request them. 


The Alaska Salmon Pack 


Practically final figures on the Alaska canned salmon 
production place the 1936 pack at 8,270,516 cases. These 
figures differ from the statistics in last week’s INFORMATION 
Lerrer only as regards the Yakutat and Wrangell districts. 
The pack in the former is now reported as 47,029 cases and 
in the latter at 474,626 cases. 


CANNING CROP REPORTS 


Government Estimates Based Upon Conditions as 
of September 15th 


Estimates of the production of various canning crops, based 
upon probable yield per acre and conditions as of September 
15th, were issued by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics on 
September 24th. Following are summarized statements from 
the Bureau's reports. 

Lima Beans 


Practically no change during the first two weeks in Septem- 
ber is indicated in the total prospective production of lima 
beans for manufacture. Indications point to a total produc- 
tion of 20,320 tons for 1936. The estimated production for 
1935 was 15,660 tons and for the 4-year (1929-32) period it 
averaged 12,620 tons. The yield indicated by September 
15th reports averages 1,177 pounds. This compares with 1,141 
pounds for 1935 and an average yield of 988 pounds for the 
4-year (1929-32) period. 


Prospective production of beets for canning in 1936 is 
about 10 per cent larger than the 1935 estimated production 
and nearly 46 per cent larger than the average production 
for the 4year period of 1929-32. A total production of 
52,500 tons for 1936 is indicated on September 15th in com- 
parison with 47,600 tons for 1935 and the average of 35,900 
tons for the 4year period of 1929-32. 


Drought conditions, which continued through all impor- 
tant Middle Western and Atlantic States until mid-August, 


were detrimental during the early stages of growth of beets. 
Yields indicated by September 15th reports average 5.26 
tons per acre in comparison with 5.80 tons secured in 1935. 


Cabbage for Kraut 


Production prospects of cabbage for kraut improved dur- 
ing the first two weeks of September, and the indications 
on September 15th pointed to a total production of 97,100 
tons, an increase of about 6 per cent above the crop indi- 
cated on September 1. The total production estimated for 
1935 was 134,800 tons. The total of 97,100 tons estimated 
for 1936 includes tonnage of kraut cabbage expected from 
both the open-market and contract acreages. 


Corn 


During the first two weeks of September there was prac- 
tically no change in prospective production of sweet corn 
for canning. A total production of 581,700 tons is now 
indicated. This compares with 859,900 tons produced in 
1935 and the average production for the 5-year (1928-32) 
period of 628,000 tons. 

The indicated production of 581,700 tons would be equiv- 
alent to a pack of about 13,800,000 cases of 24 No. 2 cans 
of sweet corn, according to the relationship in past seasons 
between estimated production and size of pack. The pack 
in 1935 totaled about 21,500,000 cases, equivalent 24 No. 2 
cans—the largest pack on record since 1925—but for the 5 
years previous to 1935 the average annual pack was about 
13,200,000 cases. 

Pimientos 


The estimate of production of pimientos for canning on the 
bases of September 15th conditions is unchanged from the 
forecast as of September lst when a production of 16,120 tons 
was indicated, as compared with 20,790 tons in 1935. 


Tomatoes 


Prospective production of tomatoes for manufacture de- 
clined slightly from the total production indicated on Sep- 
tember 1, according to reports from canners. A total produc- 
tion of 1,721,900 tons is indicated for 1936 in comparison 
with 1,689,000 tons estimated for 1935 and the 5-year 
(1928-32) average production of 1,293,200 tons. The aver- 
age yield indicated by September 15 condition is 3.78 tons 
per acre. This compares with 3.60 tons per acre in 1935 
and 4.21 tons per acre for the 10-year (1923-32) period. 


Grocery Chain Store Sales in August 


Daily average sales of grocery chain stores for August 
showed an increase of about 9 per cent in dollar volume as 
compared with August, 1935, and were 10 per cent above the 
same month of 1934, according to the Bureau of Foreign and 
Domestic Commerce. Sales decreased about 24% per cent 
from July to August or more than the usual decline at this 
season, as shown by a comparison with the average change 
between these two months during the past seven years. Aver- 
age daily sales for the first eight months of the year were 
~~ 3% per cent above those for the corresponding period 
of 1935. 
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Production and Stocks of Canned Milk 
1936 1935 
Pounds Pounds Per Cent 
Manufacturers’ stocks 


hemes, 101,597,048 858,579,687 —71.67 


Condensed (8 11,115,984 18,460,352 —39.78 
Total production, A 

Evaporated fora) firms). 179,109,757 156,747,771 +14.27 

Condensed 4,738,131 4,331,256 + 9.4 


Tobacco Dealers Ask Trade Practice Conference 


Retail Tobacco Dealers of America, Inc., representing ap- 
proximately 300,000 retail distributors of tobacco products, 
has requested the Federal Trade Commission to authorize a 
trade practice conference with a view to formulating trade 
practice conference rules. 


Handbook of Labor Statistics 


The Bureau of Labor Statistics has published its Hand- 
book of Labor Statistics covering the years 1931 to 1935. 
It is the fourth of the series, and brings together a digest of 
all material published by the Bureau since the issue of the 
1931 Handbook insofar as such material seems to be of 


permanent value. Copies are sold by the Government Print- 
ing Office at $1.25 each. 


CABLE RATE INCREASE OPPOSED 


Protest Voiced at Meeting under Auspices of 
Communications Commission 


At a meeting at the office of the Federal Communications 
Commission on September 24th to prepare for the conference 
of the International Consulting Committee on Telegraph to 
be held at Warsaw, Poland, on October 19th, representatives 
of American firms that are large users of cable and radio- 
telegraph approved a resolution expressing opposition to any 
increase in rates. This resolution asked that instructions be 
issued to the United States delegation to Warsaw as follows: 


1. To oppose unification of the code and plain language 
rates, ordinary and urgent, if and to the extent that such 
unification entails any increase in the present code rates. 

2. To advocate abandonment of the coefficient system and 
the substitution of a system in substance such as proposed 
by the Western Union Telegraph Company at Paris in 1925 
and at Cortina in 1926, and later proposed by the Dutch East 
Indies Administration at Madrid in 1932, namely, to count 
each 5-letter code word as half a word, or 10-letter code word 
at rates prior to 1934, 


3. To oppose any increase in the rates of any classification 


of messages, whether through increase of coefficient or other- 
wise. 


4. To oppose abandonment of the deferred classification. 

5. To advocate abandonment of the minimum word-count 
and to oppose any increase in the minimum number of words 
required. 

6. To advocate reduction in the rate for urgent messages 
from 200 per cent to 125 per cent of the rate for ordinary 
messages. 

Prior to the meeting on September 24th the National Can- 
ners Association had filed with the Federal Communications 
Commission a letter opposing any plan to unify rates that 
would result in increasing the cost of service to code users. 

The International Telegraph Consulting Committee which 
meets at Warsaw will formulate recommendations to be acted 
upon at a conference of International Telegraph Regulations 
to be held next year at Cairo. The United States is not a 
subscriber to the International Telegraph Regulations, but 
will have delegates at both the Warsaw meeting and the 
Cairo conference. The American delegates do not have a 
vote at Warsaw but will participate in the discussions, and it 
is felt that their views will have much weight because the 
United States is responsible for about 90 per cent of the extra- 
European traffic, 


Bulletin on Fisheries Cooperatives 


“Organizing and Incorporating Fisheries Cooperative Mar- 
keting Associations” is the title of circular No. 22 issued re- 
cently by the U. S. Bureau of Fisheries. It discusses the aims 
and principles of fishery cooperative associations, procedure 
for organization, operating methods and policies, legal re- 
quirements and corporate structure and furnishes suggested 
legal forms. The bulletin is sold by the Superintendent of 
Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C., 
at 5 cents a copy. 
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